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Philosophy 421 Medical Ethics TR 12:40-2:00-Health Science 207

Professor Armond Duwell
Office: LA 154
Phone:406-243-6281
email: armond.duwell@umontana.edu
Office hours: Tues, 2-5 and by appointment
This course is an introduction to medical ethics. We will examine the moral dimensions
of medicine in select issues, including the doctor-patient relationship, medical decision
making, the definition of death, end-of-life decision making, euthanasia, and assisted
suicide, abortion, procreative choice, assisted reproduction, genetic technologies, medical
research, and medical resource allocation. The course has a number of objectives:
1. Students will develop a basic understanding of western traditions of ethics.
2. Students will develop a basic understanding of the moral issues in healthcare.
3. Students will learn the principles of medical ethics and how to apply them in
particular situations.
4. Students will learn how the principles of medical ethics are related to ethics more
generally.
5. Students will learn to apply their critical thinking and writing skills through a paper on
a topic in medical ethics.
Prerequisites:
Upper division standing and a course from perspective 5.
Required Texts:
Steinbock, Arras, and London, Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine, 61h Edition
Grading:
Class participation and attendance 10%, Quizzes 20%, Midterm 20%, Final 30%, 6-8
page paper 20%.
Attendance and participation is crucial in this course. It is impossible to learn philosophy
without doing it, engaging in philosophical discussion. You are expected to arrive on
time, stay for the duration of class and participate in discussion. That means that you
need to do the readings before you get to class. If you have to leave early, please tell me
at the beginning of class, and sit close to the exit to minimize the disturbance to the class.
Cell phones should be turned off for the duration of class. You will be asked to leave if
you are doing anything not relevant for class, e.g. reading the newspaper, sleeping, doing
work for other classes, etc.

The quizzes and exams will be short answer and multiple choice. These quizzes will take
place at the BEGINNING of class on the day they were scheduled. They will be 25
minutes long. If you come late to class, you will not be given any more time to complete
the exam. The final exam will be cumulative.
Make up exams and quizzes will be given only in extreme circumstances, family death,
severe illness, severe car accident, etc. Proofofextreme circumstances is required in
order to make up an exam. Oversleeping is not an acceptable excuse, nor busses running
late, stuck in detox, etc. Take extra precautions on exam or quiz days to avoid these
problems. Exams or quizzes not taken, for any reason, will receive a zero. As always,
the sooner you can notify me of a problem the better. E.g. if you are going to have
surgery on an exam day, tell me beforehand!
You will be doing a 6-8 page research paper on a topic of your choosing. Nearly any
topic in medical ethics is acceptable, and this will give you an opportunity to explore a
topic that we covered in more depth, or even a topic that we did not cover. We will have
an in class writing workshop before the paper is due. You will partner with someone else
and read each other's paper. As such, you must complete a draft of your paper before it is
due. If you do not do the workshop, you will be penalized one letter grade. If you tum in
the paper late you will be penalized one letter grade. You will be penalized an additional
letter grade every 5 days thereafter.
Academic Misconduct:
You are strictly held to the University of Montana Student Conduct Code
(http://www.umt.edu.SA). The quizzes and exams are closed-note: you may not consult
anything but your own mind in order to answer questions on the exam. You may not use
cell-phones, or any electronic devices to aid you, nor fellow students, nor fellow students'
answers, etc. You will receive no credit for any exam that you cheat on. Your conduct
will also be reported to the Dean.
Tentative Schedule:
This schedule is subject to change, consult Blackboard (https://courseware.umt.edu/) for
the most up to date class information, especially if you miss a class.
1/23 Introduction
1/25 A bit about ethics 1-41
1/30 The Doctor-patient relationship. 43-47, 55-64
2/1 64-82
2/6 Defining Death 245-49, 259-76
2/8 277-82
2/13 Decisional Capacity and Advance Directives 249-52, 290-315

2115 QUIZ
2/20 Choosing for others 252-55, 323-48
2122 357-68
2127 Euthanasia and Physician-Assisted Suicide 255-58, 394-415
311 416-34
316 The Morality ofAbortion 441-45, 461-82
318 483-92

3/13 Catch up I Review
3115 MIDTERM
3120 Mapping the Human Genome 450-54, 553-83
3122 584-94
3127 SPRING BREAK
3129 SPRING BREAK
413 Prenatal Testing and Assisted Reproductive Technologies 454-55, 523-33
415 513-24, 595-605, 615-24

4/10 Writing Workshop
4/12 NO CLASS
4/13 PAPERS DUE
4117 Human Cloning and Stem Cell Research 456-60, 631-56
4119 656-65, 672-83
4/24 Experimentation on Human Subjects 693-99, 705-6, 727-45
4126 QUIZ 750 - 59
511 Allocation, Social Justice, Health Care Policy 145-49, 155-76
513 Catch up I Review
519 FINAL 1:10-3:10

